Introduction
In the late summer of 1672, following the lynching of the brothers John and Cornelis de Witt in Th e Hague, a pamphlet appeared that attempted to place those events within a wider context. Th e fi rst part of this work was a praatje or conversation between fi ctional English, French and Dutchmen on the current course of relations between their countries; the second half, however, cast its net in a diff erent direction and was a comparison between the lives and deaths of Concino Concini, Marquis d' Ancre, the favourite of Marie de Medici, who was murdered in Paris in 1617, and the brothers De Witt in Holland. Th is latter theme clearly struck a chord, for the second half of the pamphlet was reissued in the same year, this time in German.
1 Th ere are striking similarities between the manners in which the deaths of Concini and the brothers Cornelis and John de Witt were treated in contemporary political rhetoric, and it was intriguing to discover that a seventeenth-century contemporary of De Witt had seen fi t to draw attention to this parallel. In this article I attempt to explore elements of the political tracts issued before and aft er the deaths of Concini and the brothers De Witt based on the corpus of political pamphlets contained in the Bibliothèque Nationale and the Dutch Koninklijke Bibliotheek.
My fi ndings support the proposition that the ritual of so-called 'tyrannicide' was an integral part of the culture of early modern Europe. In the course of this ritual, writers of popular political polemic formulated accusations of treason and 'foreignness' , but the main burden of their theme was that the overmighty subject had deprived the rightful ruler of his authority. Such accusations were levied not only in
